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!• X thf;* reqvent of thu Ijijbco-.^Ittoo t!-o Ir i'oroe jfcro- 

yuntod a briefing at IkCG hours, - : spirit l l /V-, torr^bcr^ oT V\v, >>\:hcQi*- 
i/IttCv on ^ir Force activities in denllnr witb T *u '/rea^ntatior 
jrsado by "r. ;v# K. .rcicr, scientific .rivlt;c".r, .^,cnnieal I^tolli- 
£anc£ Carter and Cftptnln George Circcory, * "rcjv-ct -ffico; , w': o pre- 

a c*nto*l a brief history of tho ^.ir Force: acki.t.utt i;. Viiu field, procc^inri ^ 
u;.;cd Irv handling and clival fyln^ crnch r^-ortt;*! ''^ui vat 1 .■■ a;,a .l 
rvt.'itj.ktical ^re-'U^iov/it of all a);snrv:tii^ + ■■vrporUM Lo U.tu, 



2» Tn*i JubcrCJ dltcri w&ts M^vWicd cf t,<, .s:t< ; i/. J<;- c/forl:* of th:.: 
/ilr force to ^pply <ill poatiiblo so:! wntific ..■fcthodij <^ ufdyrilc ^ui Mow 
t!d.£i approach used in *t tl>:x*ly f^cmlori rcuuc^l th»j nn^bar of citinro 
characterised "unknown** to ^pproxii.ul^ly j percent of tht; total obsor 
vatlonf*# It tins ulao fitrcs&eu th.-t the .«ir Jor/ic, ^ontr.-iry to qLiU.s rj' 
jwiini^ proicaaia'iul UFQ or^nistatioju^ not an-:; \;ii.L iiot i;uppr^i^:i arr- 
evidence wliich would iiKlicat^ LViut bfO*ts c^atltuU; t-ir^at to Urt- 
curity of the? United stains* In o.tdltio::, U-c ^ubci* i:itLc :vlvit^i 
of th: rn^bei 1 of civilian or(.;^nia'jLtiontt orij;;^;^ in UK .■ .tctivi tic**; SaJ 
riser, to a totiil of ^XJ nnl timt t!iu activities ol' L!io:>c or/^niiantionri 
and spectacular newa repoitin/- has c.iucud tlu: ^rrcattsst problyr 3ri i l ii.s 
fiolri# f Dio liubcoirjiiittoo aukod aovciTil riuc&tlofii, vuraivlinr Lir rorae 
1 otbodfs of cato^oi'iainG varioiui citiiyso M cithci' a.lvcraiX, b:dloonrt, 
i: i ruffle lont data, unknown f eto» nrni tboy wee-o aavi^od of certain sp*:* 
cific caaeii wliich foil in these vario^i; catc^oriof;* 

3* Kr» ..rcifir atxi Captain Gregory pi-ctjeatod :i v^.ry wall proper rod 
briefing to thi* ^ubccx.rdttoe :mi wertt bi/Jtly ca -:;C(i/Jt.\i for tnolr ufforia 
^t tbo ciloco of t!io brlefirif> ilu; ^ubca^.dttcc :. , e.hc: , :i ^ou-.ud to bo 
definitely pleaorid with ths \ir Force approac?^ to tliis proi^lcrr arij wure 
apparently (jatiuflcnl with oiir results to dr^tio* iAtriniT ^ c course of t v .c 
brief inCf Chairman KcCon^clc, !Jouuo ;»clcct Ccl Tilt tec on .^troruaLtico nrV. 
::ipaoo Iicploration ( otresoed t>)c point th-xx, t'.u JJubcos u d tteb wr.s not 
holding formal hcarinc^ on unidorttif iod flyiiv; ebjecta but u;:k r.or«ily 
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obtaining tr/ida?toe Uatra fcr their file ft # which at & Inter date would bo 
considered and* if desirable** utilised by tho full Cozxd/ttee for further 
inveotigatien antl/or hearings. Mr* Sheldon indicated at the olooe of 
the briefing that no further witnesses woulu be called by the oubccrauittsi? 
and that in view of the satisfactory termer in which the Air Force wae 
dealing with thie pcrobler;, it \mz hie feeling that the.C(saaittoe would 
take no father internet in this r atter* 



Signed / 





Director, Legislative Liaiaon 



Copy tot 

3AFBJ (Maj, Ticker )^ 
iiAFOC 

AFOK-Ja Byrnes) 



12 August 195G 



MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: Hearings on Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO) 

1, Oa 8 August 1958, lit 00 to l60G, AFC IK presents .1 briefing on the 
Air Force UFO program to the Subcoimitteo on Atmoapherlo Phenomena, House 
Select Cooraittee on Astronautics and Space Exploration (Space Committee ) - 

2* The AFCIH UFO briefing vas presented in response to a memorandum 
from the Director, LeglalatiireJLlalepa (5AFLL) 3ubject aa above, elated 
6 August 1953 ( es*r^rtrfcHSl£e3. losinoranfia ) * *•> 

3* Part icipat ins vere: 

Mr* Arcier, AFCIK^X, principal vitneao 

Cant Gregory, AFCITl-'tE, vitneoB 

Major Beat, AFCIN-te, technical connultant (^eophysiciat ) 

!4aJor Byrne, AFCI3I-X}, staff team chief 

Major Broker, 3AFLL, Legislative Project Officer 

Major Tockcr, SAFIS, public relations consultant 

h. In attendance were! 

Representative McCoxmack, Chairman of Space Committee 

Itepreeentative Watcher, Chairman of Sub-committee (Dy* D) 

Representative Sisk, Member, (Calif* D) 

Representative Keating, Member, (N.Y. B) 

Representative McDonough, Member (Calif, R) 

Representative Me t calf , Member (Montana, D) 

Dr* She It on, Scientific Staff Member 

5» Opening remarks by Representative MeCormack made it clear that the 
Air Force UFO program vae not under investigation, rather the Committee 



was seeking additional Information on upper apace tliat would be helpful to 
the appropriate executive agency* The hearing was In closed secret see 8 Ion, r 
unrecorded, name© of witnesses to be held in confidence (thie cannot be 
guaranteed since Congressman are apt to inadvertently publicly reference 
witnesses* statements), 

6. Mr. Arcier as chief spokemaan reviewed thu ten year history of the 
UFO program and Captain Gregory gave a detailed explanation of the analyses 
techniques applied by ATIC in evaluating UFO cases. In addition, delineation 
of responsibility for tho UFO program In the Air Force , Air Force Public 
Relations, and private UFO organizations, clubs, books, etc., were discussed- 
All questions asked were proraptly and adequately answered. Throughout the 
hearing proper protocol was usalntained, tha /ncnih^ro woru polite and pleasant, 
and the atmosphere was well suited to on ultimate expression of confidence 
by the consul ttce* Captain Gregory la to be cspuciaHy cotraaended for ex- 
cellent performance j hie utore of related scientific data had great impact 
on the members « 

7* The hearings, which b^go^ 7 Aiu^unLj ,*111 continue tiirou#h the week 
of 11 - 15 August, Additional vltneuoec from public life will be called in, 
possibly Br. Men age 1, Hqrvard, Mx* Lryden, CA3, Major Kthoe, (Ket.). Rational 
Invest! sat ive Cafloiittee on Aerial Phenomena, Capta in Ruppel t f (Res. J, former 
ATIC UFO Project Officer* AFCItt nay be required to return to answer questions 
posed by public witnesses. 

8. It is anticipated that AFCIN will benefit by the subject bearings. 
Due to approaching House elections, the committee members nsay produce a 

' statement of aotc of confidence in the Air Force, ensuring the 
public that the Air Force is not hiding any information on UFO'a* 



JAMES F. BYHME 
Major, 



j. ■ ■■• 
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file: 

SUBJfcMIi ilt-urinf'R on Ur.JLUontirial My].;.; ' *>jectu 

X* IJila ;<.e.":Of-rtrvlu:/i .Ic bei:;;* w.-itW> ••«C-7/:-i.%nct! wit! i ri:-ovia i 

of rroi 11-57. -J- ,1 

2» AtUitfhud herewith *a a ccr,y G f - : - ; .or;^ .:u^ . stildivitf&oil to the Uivier 
:if;cr*jt&iv of tVirj Air Force advisluf; hi;;, or ht^r^^Jt^y Lht: Jubcoti'-dttoc on 
Jitrooff plioric ITituicttonaj Jfouse ^olsct GonruUou gt; ,tttro: sutler antl f$HM£_/j 
Exploration on the flubjeat of vinl-tantifiixi flying; objects* nio^ t^f^^rB^S 
will corii-onco at 1A0C v >our:*, 7 Ai^ust 19> :.r/i vj.ll oonti/.uu apprcxir^xt^uy 
thrtw to four dny:u Vbe -*ir Force hu-*i: ar,?;<>_; to testify on <■ Uifjftt 1?^: 

11 l**S*Jt£a** will bo Ii: executive illusion ^r u lb«j Subcc* rolttt'.o juiC speci- 
fically requested that no publicity be r ;iv>:>: io Ij.'c ir.;:u*lnf3. 

r* / 3* it is iMtpumLcu tt\-it your oixico 'U;i,j. ; \:i,;i.l.vi LrJivliunl to tterw 
fiD ;-U;ff Te;^ Obi of for t*w*d**~^^ requlivu ;*y p^rr^rapf: ^i{2) Of 

ll->7* Ir. thie contoctlci:* lulu oiTi^ " i:i *3 w;ckci in l*hc p^st with 
I la j or Jarau IJ/rrto (Ar CI" -in}« ' njnr Ji. ,c IVvva^p, i^Ltunsir-r: 7 ; >" 13 will 
bo the JAFLL representative* 



Dire at or j U^isluti vo LI alien f J 

Copy to: ^ « v 1 

SAFiiD / ' / 

SAfXi (KaJ # tAwrenco lacker) ^ ( ,\** 
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Su*C£jra&.ttt«Nt on *te<*3p>rsric Kttnos^Twx* ;Ix&M Select Ca&~ 
r^ittoe v*i <Vjttronftuti£& aid Sjiaw B?Q)iorati<3i t uill cos&aanss 
'los-riiigft on 7 August 1950 at hcrr** on the sub jest of 

, .Jnj.u?vr/tlficd Fljlrjr; Ob^ets* Tfca Air Pcw« has boen requested 
4/3 ^u££^fit vltn«js»*jpi vho toatlXy ai this subject « 

£, It uMeratood 4 thtt thm* hoaringu tfUJL continue 
/or i.^pr«tKlmtel7 t&re* to four day* dtiriag vKich tiaaa rftj** 
rcaontativM f«fii CIA othor orgfcnlsaticaa having on 
IriUMat in this ratter will be called to t*fctii!y* Theee 
K^Jirtn^a will bo conducted closest lv\& session amd th* ffub- 
;fjA-eslttm h^fj cysoiflcally roquscWJ that no f&blifltjsr b« 

ruibvlantlv* riicpcrolblllty for tha devtslopsacnt eatf y«ts«n~ 
tatl&i of th* ^J_r Fere ft po»ltloa in thin aatttr to ^i® 
Sub3C&orjitt#*« 



VU Pti PISHEtR 
Major Osr&aral* 

Director* Lagi&XfctiY* UUlgan 



UFO PROGRAM 



1. A brief history of the Unidentified Flying Object pro^ran 
would, I think, holp you to under otond GO;:ie of its problems and 
determine its atatun. 

2* The program g tar ted in loh'f vhtin on 27 June of that year 
a private civilian flyer no:ned Kenneth Arnold -sighted what looked 
to him like eevoral dioc ohaped objects near Mt. Rainier in the* 
otate of Washington. He described them au "flying noucero", a term 
that was forcoebly and with .'mich r; en Gat ion all. Din brought to the publico 
attention by the pre no* A.c* a result, the Air Force was given the 
rCBponcibillty of investigating imd analyzing cuch phenomena. Thlo 
project wao called "Project SIGN" . 

3. Froni thio date, June 19^7* to February 19^9 when the name 
of the program was changed to "Project GRUDGE" , approximately 375 
UFO report c were collected and analysed, In Auguot 19^9, Q report 
on the renults was submitted to the author it ice- The average 
proportion of sigh tinge which could not be explained, in other words 
unknown b, for this period van approximately 20$ • It war. concluded 
that these unknowns were due primarily fcoi 



First, jai&interpretation of couventiariuJ- objects ouch as 
aircraft, balloons, actronoailcal bodies, aloo atmospheric phenomena, 
radar cilofuiictiono and anomalies d, etc* 

Second* rcfsidueLL uar nerves, inaob su&^cytion juid hysteria 

* ■ - w 

(Ornon Welle cane)- 

Third, Hoaxes and publicity ^eekiti:> 

Fourth, the actiono of psychopathic persons. 

J U In December 19'+9# the so finding uerc released oo the public 
by the Department of Defence and trcsre given vide publicity by the 
press* 

5. Prom February to mid-1951 the project uae carried on a 

low priority baois duo to the economy policy of that time* However, 
in late 1951 renewed public in tore st and on increase in the number of 
sightings vera reported. This Increace in activity was due to the 
emphasis placed on UTO'e by the press and publicity, and possibly due 
to the Ground Observer Corps program. In the summer of 1951 the 
project was again reviewed and "Project BLUE BOOK" established to 



replace "Project GRUDGE"* 

6# The peak year of the UFO program was 1952 when an aw rage 
of ovicr 100 reports per ::tonth wac received* Thin compare c with 10 
per month for 1951* Ths publicity fanfare £ivcn to the UFO 
controversy by the pretis, publishers j vfriberc mid otliers, ronchuu 
a high nit*:h during 195^ nnd de ve loped n tendency on the pari of 
the pablic to question t\vj Air Force 1 n bundling of th& alleged 
"menace" presented by fly in;; uaucersj, Thiu ca r ne to a elioax In 
late July 1952 during the x^ich publicised Vnohin^ton Flying Saucer 
sighting which purported to chow flying uauct:r3 over the Capitol 
but which wore in reality blips on radar ncooeii created by quite 
unusual at:iiospheric condi clone* Aa a rcsuru uf thiu. General SafciforU 
(the then Director of Intelligence) a Tev dayu after the sighting 
held a pre so conference vhich was televised nationally* Hlo 
explanation and assurance that the U70 phenomena seen were not of 
interplanetary origin and did not constitute a threat oo vha UniLcd 
States were not only received with okepkie u^r- were in f&cU totally 
rejected by a large number of writers, bo called UK) ejepertn* 

7* Following this, General Samford usiuid the CIA tc oet up a 
panel of scientists to review the UFO program *nd the Air Force* a 
handling of the situation. 



3. Thic panel tf&c formed; it c one i a ted of sixteen or the 
moBt diotlnguiched scientists and author I tier, in the ficlda of 
physics, vodor, fteaphycica, atomic enerjriyj aotronosiy, roebete, 
guided lnicsileo, scientific end technical intelligence, propulsion 
and photo interpretation , in tha country* Their conclusions were 
that UFO f o (a) held no direct physical threat; £b) were not 
foreign development a capable of hostile actc on the United Btatec; 
and (c) were not unknown phono::iena requiring the rovicion of 
current scientific concepts. 

Their rccoiiuasndations were: 

a. First, that th<* UFO pro-irai bo do^mpiui^lsed 
becouno it interfered with tho nonaal operation and 
mission of many governmental aer Vices and a^iciec, 
particularly the Air Defence Corumand, which was compelled 
to use its radar, conirminicationfl, air intercept and other 
unitB in Investigating the overvhe Lining muriber of sightings 
brought to ito attention. All to the detriment of ito 
normal mission. 

b* Second, that every effort he made to strip the 
UFO program of ito air of mystery in the mind of the public, 
with the Ylev of restoring the publics confidence in the 
Air Force and relieving the public of quite unwarranted 
anxiety. 



9t The correlation which exists "between the type of treatment 
given the UTO matter by preoc and publishers, find the number of 
report o received, la important and its shown by this chert* 

CIIkHT 1 - Frequency of UTO Reports 
This chart illustrates the effect of the conservative , 
scientific approach of Life and Look mo^QEines on UFO report s for 
that period , In contrast to the newspapers ' treatment of the 
Washington Radar "Flying Saucer" incident 3 and General Somford's 
press conference. The New Yorker' 0 "middlo-of »the*ro©d" treatment 
and its effect on sightings Is aloo interesting to note* 

10* Under Project BLUE BOOK, it beetle apparent that If reporting, 
investigation and analysis procedures were Improved, the percentage 
of unsolved sightings would decrease. Accordingly, the following 
procedures were adopted: 

First, the k602A Air Intelligence Services Squadron 
(Heed quarters, Air Defense Command) (now 1006th ) was directed to 
carry out all field investigations and preliminary evaluations of 
UFO sightings * This organisation has units deployed throughout the 
U.S., and they are 00 highly toobile that they can arrive "on the spot" 
within a very short time after a UTO report is received. This 



empplieo tha moat important of all factor a — timeliness* end 
leaven the Air Technical Intelligence Center freo to perform 
final analycis and evaluation. 

Second, the isftusuicc of a special directive (Air Force 
Regulation 200*2) which epelln oul details and responsibilities 
of Air Technical Intelligence Center, Air Dafenee Co-^naud and other 
Air Force unite reporting investigation and analyr;iri of UFO 
sightings* Combining epectrogrnphic and ctoreo devicea. 

Third, the une of a ;s nodal corner a knmm as "V id eon conora". 
This broakc down the lijrht received from any object into it 3 
component s f thu& permitting the determination of the eloign t a of 
which the object ic composed* 5«vOiity*f iva of theue earner nn vere 
placed in radar otationa and control tower o throuchout the U.S. 

Ftmrth, the Bubmiucion of fill TJFO data collected since 19^7 
to scientists in end out of the Air Force ta determine whether or not 
a trend or pattern exicted to indicate the nature or existence of the 
so Mi ailed flying saucers. Thio program van handled by the Bat telle 
Memorial Institute* 

11 * These four procedures resulted in the following: 

The AIS8 units contributed to the decrease in the number 
of unknowns- approximately from 10$ to yf>* Next, the new regulation 




^really Improved rt^urtii^ ^ua. lr,--v-r -f 

cooperation oy ail Air i'orrju u.._! ... . ■•■ h 7.U.-:x': 

cooks ran* whilo not v/huily ;.;ue^CLiL;j.ul r iir:: l>u ^h'i .Uxrk m' o^cr i. 1 u.uv; 
neroonrwlj produced no r<j:iuit:; to Indicate uiiytiiin^ but conventional 
airborne objects* FItt&lly j tisa Battel. Lo effort r.rudU'jL'd Project 
BLUE BOOK, Report Ho* ih vl-ich in UcLokr daolrj-aifiod by 

the Sucre t^y ai* Uvu Air Forv-j; r^'-. i-.-.v^i Ln :nr i-iury by the 
Department of Eofenuj* Ihi:: ;3t M iyj which e ;v:r\.:u h yaac^ of 
lil^jhtlngo cone lucl^d tlv.it; 

wore inimical or to::^IJ.e ur jl v; l^: ; .v;urXty oV the country. 

Second, there i^ a L-.>t.U. l-.v/u of tjviilcm:^ th^t LJl-^; an known f| 
wero Interplanetary tii^cc i..hi r :.:* 

Third, there II; a tjtu.1 lach c. vi^iico tUit ;,hcjif; un Known 3 
represented technological c^velo^; icriU. t»r iirlnclplt;];. outside the 
range of our procont*day ocientiflc knowledge. 

Fourth; tlisre is a total lack of any phyBlcn. or Material 
evidence — not a piece * ocrfip - or a minute fr orient of the so 
so -called "flying BBucers" was ever found. It iz our belief that 
If Baore immediate , detailed objective observational data could havs 
been obtained on the "unknowns 11 inoct of theoa too/rfOuM liavc been 
Baticfactorily explained. 
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You nay h£ intorcrcUiU ti\ thit rifi«2 and .i^Ii or UFO rcporto 
through th-.i ye or a # and to r.^ the c; oar no oi* Uie unknowns which are 
obviously thft prim concern of th£ Air Force. 



CIIAJIT '<>. - UFO SU-,tK,LL^: 



i' f -r Culv^u.^i' Year { to 



CHART - l^'O !->;al:i/;.Uf>r. h P / l'C :jU^'j 1^>^*-Uy 



If'. G:? this cn/i^L .;.v .■ ; - / r '?C ; cmc , 



half, fVdi "an\;y>c>r t \u- v i 1 :-^ ;y ^ T'^ i . rv, Ll ;jl. ; y hUU to 



ijro^HiiL, (Tlio KrouM :jirU;d " Ivsimff icont rE-tLri 1 * hus regrettably 
rlii^ii fruin r/j to { ). { yj> } possibly bjeam>*.j of lm % rourceti cky watching 
activities - ^ale of tolcocopeo httvc? rt'jcn ov„r VOO';' rirv:*: Fnntrii], l) 



13. It io appur^ntj a^: previously n Luted, Ur.J-j ;vrvvjvl-r 
investigation became;! vosrAblOj lls more ey^erio,:^ if LVO t i;/ition 
oji<1 analysis procedures if; ^air^d^ emd at; better uLn.iE.it. lor- Uw 
services of nc lent is is is .mde, the ^ reenter of "unknowns' 1 iivcr^aees» 




1km At, the preoent tisie, the UFO project organization, known 
tin the " Atrial Phenomena Group/ 1 ir, pert, of the Mr Sciences Division 
01 tlte Air Technical Intelliffnica Ccrat^r, Deputy Tor Science and 
Cornponentr; . The project monitor if; Captain CSrci^orv w& u anull staff • 
ilovovjrj ilz th« Air Bci^iwr; ^D3 vj r:1 CMT'.'jlr -rj- :r,i'i.; v or r.cicntietn, 
Bttch Cit5 KaJoc'Bc-ct, iheJr wrvlc Vil: ;j.r, :/:onr of tliw unjjin earing 
3pscioJ..labc throughout +h«* Corner, oro fivaii'.ihle to the JFFO project* 
alio vrifte l/FO u(jlt8ntlst«cor.sultu::t 1:3 Dr, Hy/-..:!:, who is Frofocuor of 
AGtrophyaiea and Aotronouy, Ohio State Univov/irity, Secretary of the 
American Antrononical 5o\:i rsly, -liid DLrvct of tl^ F;i &ite.U Uo 
Tracking PrOfXMi* We iuvj ?ort.?n: M -to v: h:.*/-. M..;. Ci.lv. .v fMieutiflc 
personnel; v;nt;ii<h. Lit: Mr Kfj:-.: £-;r-: J i J. J :vi 1 o-: \r "a:: r^dxui" 
fcunlc. 

15 • During Ike la;:" two >'vur;;, an I n'-:ivar.- J a I JVC) r;.voi'L ; ; iiac 
been no bod • Purjzhlelir^ thl;s ii1tirc2.au ^viM fr-:.ci lwi-rj u jreit 
increaao in the number of private UFO organisation::, brokn, tfotioh 
pictures, and TV pr^x^iitutionr: or tho subject. Tr*:- ^j'ivcitb -.ipiituik 
undoubtedly contributed . 



16. Two y&ors or co ago, there wan only a handful of the tie self- 
appointed research organization 3 dedicated to in ventilation and analysis 
of UFO 1 o* An of thle date, there ara more than fifty ouch organisations 



of which vg htxva knowledge p arxd they tiro iricni^in;/ ^lonUily* 



17* In early 1955* flvt= bookc wrltt^:i r?:, v !ylr:^ uaatiertt 1 wjri- 
■mbliohad. To d&t£, ov^r 30 have bet*::; i-abli^h^ci ;:i>d 'tave received 
vi&c circulation hcr^ uad abrocui. 

Up to now, rsln iiotiau ylcturvtei **l circuJ io.i ,i,-. J vln^ "fiyj.u^ 
GoucerG TI an tiuiir thsnjo iiav,; bvieri woduc^i. ( JiK* :^ r ,Io: picture 

imts raleoaod in May 19^6 and iij still r^coiviu^ :*o f ubilciLy. Thu 
main plot of this rtovie ic oenberea around ualor^:. ill:.: uLri^a 
of co-callad "flying s&ucor^." Trso&e film wlrt^s were previously 
oubtnl'tted to the Air Fares: for o^^InuLIoiij .irj!. (rondo t primarily 
of moving crpoto of light against a blue ;;Hy. Gar conclusions wurti 
that the objects lii or*« filri wsru liircraft; ^na I:i th<j other, j^tt 
gullo. Kiea<* conclusions corroborated by tiu iiL'iox^iidesit utudy 

snad** by the re search organisation of aa aircraTt aanufaeturer of 
vary high standing* aa wall cus by the CIA Dcitsnlific pari^l which 1 
previously Lientioned* 

19- With vary fev escoptlono, both theae m If -appointed 
organisation** and the hooka published , have been highly critical of 
tho Air Sbrco f s handling of tho UFO matter* Tiiey all exhibit a 



deoire to tfrnbarraao bits Air ?arca. i\ nujib;sr oV La^^o ;u'Ivab^ * 
orcanisatloiia have written dircicuiy to Pivjfjidaut ?JIsi*iihover, 
GartOT&l Vhitoj to th? Sac rotary o? Dofonoj rjic ~o I^xirfcoat ^::;ber^ 
of the Legislative broach of Con^re scj, re^u^ating or detftaadini* 
tearlnga* briefings , or discucalOiU: with IHO project officials* 

:i l Q. We iiave written dctaile'l listers *-c f^ruityr vno^Iand, 
^Senator ilyrdj Senator Ciui'^j, jaiilI Il^^roGu;i^.-'^ivu 'o^, /^.^ret^ntaLlv.; 
ItendGrson, ToliefftOrtj to ai:...; .a IV.r^ ;x,-;\^dlr. 4: L-r^cuii of tlta IJI-0 
program which hnvc Icju tJ;*Ir by u> -jailed 

"IJFO social! a to* M 

21 ♦ Although thouo [JiX; cjc : ^izv^iOAV> LimIx-Ic: :iin':<;r<j ? m\j\ 1- 
rcu; fining richer a, our experience lu discus a lonr- 7lt/u sporiijor;; >*f ouch 
organisations hao ohoun that ti^y Mr Forca ex^lauatioiis or :;tuta^nkc 
arc aithor totally unacceptabl e or aiv i;et, eft ths laast^ with 
calculated sk eptic igm» Our explanations and atabcftsnta o.c\;. Lilthcr 
jnlsinterpretedj uisquoted, ex^^ratod or used out of con to:: iJ.l to 
the detriment of tho Air Force In several «, the AC^/l in particular. 
I think would be more l^rormad by all this ware it nol so profitable* 

22* A fav wordo art; necoaaary^ I think, on the extant and character 
of ttie public participation In the UFO pro/jpran, l r ae subject has colzed 
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{ ] r - , UFO PROGRAM 

J I '-■ ^ -\ . f ^ 7 ■■■ ' ■■' X : . ' / 

■'■ , a- t - l' / , 

^ A brief history of the Unidentif led Klyiji^ Object prOf*rf.u»i 
would, I think, help you to understand some or Its problems and 
determine its status, 



The program s tar ted in lyJt'f when on 1 J 7 Jur^ of that year 
a p r J. vii t e civil, i an i ' ly< \ r n * cned Ke r l [ i e ■ , 1 ; An^xM s I. r; h t«. ;d w hat h <o ked 
to him like several cij.ee shaped objects near Mi. KaLnier in the 
state of Washington, lie described them as "flying sf.it icers" ^ a term 
that van forceably anu wll.li ma eh sensationalism brought to Lhe pub.li.es 
attention by Lhe press, As u result, Lb' Air V'ero'' was p-J/ven the 
r t i £3 pan s j b ] 1 j. ty of J. n vo s t i. : ; a t i 1 1 t e j tad anal y .1 n ^ sees 1 f ; he n ome i la , Th i. s 
project was called "Project C10N 1 ' - 



3* From this date, June 1^*7 j to February .K^y when Lhe nome 
of the program was changed to "Project nKiJDG^ tf , approximately y[\) 
\JF0 reports were collected and analyzed* In Au/^ust 19^9* h report 
on the results was submit: ted to the authorities. The average 
proportion of sightings which coubi not be explained, in other words 
unknowns, for this period wat; approximately r?0$. It was concluded 
that these unknowns were due primarily to: 




f 



Fia^rt, tfiH_r T 3 interpretation of conventional object*; £>uch tx 5 

aircraft } bal "loonr;, astronomical bodies, nl so ai:oosph^r ic phon> ;meim, 

. t t 

radar rnlstYine tions and tuioinat:! en , etc* ' ' 

Second , re n Idu ul war 1 1* ".■» r a , mat; ^ mu :7ee r. - ion ^nd hy s te r t a 
(Orr*on-«W«JLIe--ftftfKi ) . 

Third', M^ttxeti and publicity ;ieek 



Fourth, the actions or psychopathic persons 

^. In bocesaher t.9 J i\), thes«* V I. r ;t I l n^i\ we:\: t-* : ; c ;<.--r i to the? ptltllc 
by the Department o!" Defense and were r M.ven win- put f j ei, i.y by the 
press. 

5* From February 19^9 ^° Jitid-JZ/jl the project was carried on a 
low priority basis due to the economy policy, of that tune. However, 
in late 195- renewed public interest and an .Increase in the numbe?" of 
sightings were reported, This increase in activi ty war; due to the 
emphasis placed on UFO's by the press and publicity, and possibly due 
to the Ground Observer Corps profrrwn. In the sumier of .ly'jl the 
project wars again reviewed arid "Project BLUE BGGK ,r established to 
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replace "Project GRUDCB" • 

6, The peak year of the UFO progrwR was 19/^ wlieri an ft vertigo 
of over 100 reports per month was rvcciViM, ThJs compares with .1.0 
per month for 1951 • Tho public I Ivy fanfare ^ ven to the UFO 
eon t rover ny by the presc, nubl i.sheru, wrl ter?j and others, reuch<*d 
a high pitch during 1952 ^'^^ developed a tendency on the part of 
the public to question the Af.r Force's handti r^/ of the alleged 
"menace" presented by flyln;;; ;;a>ioer:;. This caine Uj> a c ! huax in 
Hate July J9U'' during the much pub I U: J zed Washington K.lyhs.'f, Saucer 
:j l/ r JhLin|. jr i s which purported tu ::in ^v/ fMyinj/. ►nuccrs over the Capitol 
but which were j.n reality blips on radar scopes erenUtd hy Quito 
unusual a two spheric conditions* As a result of L)ilf> ^ General flimford 
(the then Director of Intel J . irenee) a few days after the flighting 
held a preen conference which was televised national ly. Ilia 
explanation and assurance that the UFO phenomena seor. were not of 
interplanetary origin and did not constitute a throat to the United 
Stater, were not only received with skepticism but were in fact totally 
rejected by a large number of writers, go called UFO, expert r>. 

7« Following this j General Stanford asked the CIA to set up a 
panel of scientists to review the UFO program and the Air Force's 
handling of the situation. 



# t 

0. Thin panel war; formed; it consisted or sixteen of the 
most die tin gui shed scientists and authorities In the fields of 
physics, radar, geophysics, atomic energy, astronomy, rockets, 
guided missiles, scientific and technical intelligence, propulsion 
and photo interpretation, in the country. Their conclusions were 
that UK) f s (a) held no direct physical threat; (b) were not 
foreign developments capable of hostile acts on the United States; 
and (c:) were not unknown phenomena requiring the revision of 
current scientific concepts - 

'Their recouunendatluns were: 

Pln;t, that the UFO pvoiymn no de-emphasJ sod 
because it Interfered with thi? normal operation and 
mission of many governmental services and agencies, 
particularly the Mr Defense Command, which wan compelled 
to use ltr> radar, corriunmleut ions, ai.r intercept and other 
units In investigating the overwhelming nnmner of sightings 
brought to its attention. All to the detriment of Its 
normal mission* 

b. Second, that every effort he made to strip the 
UFO program of its air of mystery in the mind of the public 
with the view of restoring the publics confidence in the 
Air Force and relieving the public of quite unwarranted 
anxiety. 



9- The correlation which ox if;!,:: Vie two on tvln r type of Lrv*j[ii,rrif;n L 
r/iven the UFO matter by press and pubi Ishers , i.md the number of 
reports received; is Important and in shown by thi s chart* 

CHART 1 - Frequency of UFO Imports 
This chart .11 lus Lrates th'* t.-JlVcL of the eonser vat i.ve ^ 
sc Lent If tc approach of Life and I/juk iiia^^ines un UFO reTorts for 
that period, irj contrast to Li:" tv :vnpn.p-- rs ' tri.-nUien !; of the 
V/ aching tori Radar ,1 Flyiri/ : T , llnucer" oie Merii.s and General. Romford V; 
press eonlVrrenee . The Hoy: Yorker's l1 ;:Udd ] «■.>!." -t he -road 11 treatment 
and its effect on 1. 1 ■ h L o^s is ;i. h- ! ■ 1 e l s [ n; f ; o dj„-. 

10. Under Project f \ r J 5 ^uoi:, 1. 1 coe'ii'-.-nL that :i f report!*] 

'Investigate* m and ana.Jycis procedures were imiirov^dj thf pereeii tap,e 

of unsolved rrightlii^s wou'Jd decrease* Aceordin; U.y, the fo ! jowtrn 1 ; 
procedures were adopted; 

First, the hC02d Air intelligence Services G quod r on 
( He ad quarto re } Air Defense Command) (now 1006 th) tog directed to 
carry out ail field irivectigu Lions and pre "l im inary evaluations of 
UFO sightings, TMs or^ani^ntjcn has units deployed throughout the 
U.S., and they are so highly motile that they can arrive "on the spot 
within a very short time after a WO report is received. This 



s up p 1 1 e s t h e mo s t impo r tan t of a 1 1 f ae t ; j r ~ - t ii'ie J 1 r, e r ; r*? and 
leaver, the Air Technical Int-jni-^tv^i Center free to perform 
final analysis and evaluation. 

Second, the issuance of a special llreetw^ (Air Force 
He ,'.7.1] at ion 200-2) which spell.:; out details and responsibilities 
oT Air Technical In be '! licence Center, Air IVfense Go mi and arid olh^r 
A:Ir Force unit:; rejior ting invert Ligation and. analysis ml' tJFC 
: : i. f/t 1 1 in g s • ( *o n 1 bin in : r t s 1 >e c t roj ; r aphi. e u.r id : ; t ■ : i.\ 1 o < to v i e e n . 

Third, the use or a spec \ n. I o.'(j:i^ra Vnovni as J 'Vidonn cwa^ra". 
This breaks down the Light r'^civ-i! iYo;:i e;.y !alo [ Ls 1 J - ■ 

OQfnponents r Uhus p-o'iui Lt ujg the de term I ariA km >M' tp- ■ - lean ■ n l!i of 
which the; object i:; ra>r-po?:od • Seventy- five of Mi-!;.; ea-rserai; w/rc 
placed in r;idar stations and control tower r, Lhrou ebon t the U,3. 

Fourth, the submission of all WO data collected since 19^7 
to scientists in and out, of the Air Force to determine whether or not 
a trend or pattern existed to indicate the nature or existence of the 
so-called flying saucer,'.;. This progrrun was handled hy the eat telle 
Memorial Institute. 

11. These four procedures resulted in the following: 

The AISS units contributed to the decrease in the number 
of unknowns, approximately from 10$ to 35&, Next, the new regulation 




greatly improved reporting mid it emohar; i .?,cd the importance erf 
cooperation by all .Mr Force unit:;. Next;, the use of Videou 
ctuneras, whiie not wholly cuccoh sful due to the Lack of operating 
personnel, produced no rersu] . ts to indicate njiy thine but conventional 
airborne objects. Final.! y, the Battellc elf or t produced Project 
DJJJK BOOK, Report No. ih which in October 195JJ was doc lass if led by 
the? Secretary of the Air Force and released in nummary by the 
Department or Defense. Thin study, which covered ft yc.uru of 
si^ht in^a concluded that: 

I«\ir:;t, then.' i it. tctai lae!< ••>[' ••vi.dene^ thai theni' unknowns 
were inUnjeal or hostile or a threat to LI if • r.ecurity of the country* 

Second, there ir; a total Uu-k nj; evidence thai, thene unknowns 
wore J.fiterplane tary fspace ships. 

Third, there is a tota l, lack of evidence that thest; unhiown 
represented technological developments or principles outride the 
range of our pre Bent-day scientific knowledge. 

Fourth, there is a total lack of any physical or material 
evidence — not a piece - :>crap - or a minute fragment of these 
so-calJed "flying naucers" was ever found. It is our belief that 
if more immediate, detailed objective observational data could have 
been obtained on the "unknowns" mont of these too, would have been 
satisfactorily explained. 




You ma;/ Ijo ,i .nter**:* ted In Uv. r i::c and fVii! aV \U*V* reports 
through the; years f and to r,ee the course of the unknowns which arc 
obviously t , I y 1 p r i mc cone c r n o V tlv\ Air i'orco. 

CI [ART 2 - UFO Statistics for Calendar Ye ex 19U7 to 
recent past* 

Note the peak year 195?- ftuhKiequent dneline. 

CIIAM 1 3 - UFO Evaluation by Percentage 1955-1956 

On this: chart we rhow the catej/prier, <>r our' UFO evaluations 
Tor example 1-955 195 f? hy pe rc^ntaj/c , You will m»te that the 

^roup which .Lueludcu hoaxer^ psychopath:;, ^ hun been cut In 

ha3f, and the "unknowns" from 3'/ h to Thi:; hnr> roughly hold to 

the present. (The ^roun inarkod fl innuf ficun t data" han ref/re t tably 
rlGen from 7$ to 9*9$j po.mibly because of Increased r>ky watching 
activities - yalt* of telescopes have ricen over 200 4 / .since Sputnik l) 

.13* It ifl apparent; as previously stated , that^ us prompter 
Investigation becomes ponr»fblOj as more experience in UFO investigation 
and analysis procedures is gained, and as better utilization of the 
cervices of scientists If.; nuule, the percentage of "unknowns' 1 decreases* 



Ih. AL the present time, the UFO project organization, known 
a:; the "Aerial Phenomena Group/ 1 Lr; par'; of the Air Gc Unices Division 
of the Air Technical Intelligence Con tor a deputy for Science and 
Components. The [project monitor is Captain Gregory and a small staff* 
Howcvor; as the Air Science:; Division onnsi.eLs primarily of sc ion tis ts, 
such as Major 1 Best, thoi r ji^rvi.C::;, '.m w^i! as those of L,Iv_* engineer] ng 
specialists throughout the Center, art* aval Lab j e to the [JFO nroj^ci;. 
The; pi 1 line UFO r: c ie a t i s t -c O n su 1 1 an t L: 'Or, Hyfiek, who If- ProiVssor of 
Astrophysics and, Astronomy, Ohio State i : n Lversi ty > H-eretary of the 
Ajnoricam Astronomical. Society, and ULreetur of the 1GY SateUite 
True kin;; !Vu-',rjim. VJe nn.r tor <;n nat»* to havi* hi-;;, Other se i out i f t c 
personne I } outside th" Afr Fore*', un.! nt ill ee mi; ,1 us seeded" 
basis, 

_Vj. During the .last two years, art- increase In UFO reports has 
been noted. Parallel in;.'; this increase then- has been a f/rcat 
increase in the number of private UFO organizations, book.;:, notion 
pictures, and. TV presentations on the subject. The advent of sputnik 
undoubtedly contributed. 

16. Two years or so ago, there was only a handful of these self ^ 
appointed research organizations dedicated to investigation and analysis 
of UFO 1 3.. As of this date, there are more than fifty such organizations 



of which wo haw Imowlcdrr/J, and they are I ncre-e/I nf/ monthly. 

17. In early 195i>> J l ive books written un "i'lyln,:, saucers" wore 
pub 1 :i cheiJ . To dn,te, owr 30 have h:^ 1 . > J i r:!h:d ar.d hv.v-? received 
wide c l.rcu ! at, l.orj here uno al.o/oaa. 

!ffb Up to j]ov ; oL:< notion pi.:: Lnrof: hr^TTTTrt^rtt^ haviri;: 'VfJyinf, 
f>!uu;.tr:i" ar* Mieir the^ie hav b<r-t, ;i;vm].uc-- <. [ . 0;.-.r :;u.eh "r-tior: p.i.o Mi 
was reloaded in May 3.0 l ^i and i. c : :.: I i I. s o j. v ; ■ :-o^o 5 0b I .i o J. Ly . Wfij^ 

oT !;o-oaJlt*tl "flying saucer:*.' 1 'i'be f\b-i sLri:-?v ^.;ro previously 
submitted La the ASr I^.jrc 1 ri-r ■ i.:n> Li nrj , a; hi I'oufjlnL pr S :riar J. 'I y 
of moving; spotr; of bb'/ht against a b.Un' pky* Our conclusions were 
that the objects Ln on<? fi.bn we^rr'a Lrcraf:, ; and in the other, luhi 



made by Liu; r£BffuTV,h organization or lui a 3. re; raft innnurut: lur* r of 



ly. With v^ry Tow executions, both Lhene s^lf-appo Ln ted 
organizations and the books published, have been highly critic at of 
thG Air Force's handling of the UFO matter- r i'l j 1 ■iili mmk+b+L^ — , 



j..bi"i * Tht;se cone ! un L^nfl wen: eorroi ior?\l ed. by an l r id> -r> ■ r;tb r * s I* study 




j.ontific panel which 1 
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dterty* 1 tu " ^ Tftbr gTyiny?! — trftg^^ fr ^ i 1 u' w . A number or these private 
oi'^ai 1 i ^ a I Ion si I \t\ vt-_* wr i t be n d I * ■ ■ * c b .1 y l . t > V re j : 1 ( 1** nt F i s > < * rih<. >u 1 ; r ^ ' .0 
Omera.1 White, to the Secretary oF Defence ami bo i meor; tan b members 
of the I legislative Branch of Con/rre:*:;, tvouriiLiii;.', or demand \.i\f\ 
he ar in ( ;s , 1 > r le f I n ^ s , o r * J 3. ; ; :u s s i. 01 1 s w .1 t] ; ■ ) f« f p n 1 j e e t, c j f f j . e L al s * 

^ t.'usj /\^<\ +s / / y r 

P.Q* We. have written detailed .letters to i;w*Un*-«K*iuwJLand } tr - V 

llmJUxft^ rer/-fH hir; aspects ef bh j - UFO 

program, vrhieh have been hroupht be* tb< i V att^.bhjti by so-eaJ]rd 
"UFO nnce [ al l sts." 

\ 

21. Although ther.e UI-O or.^uij.zuLjon:: Include i.HL-..Tr ; y-HI.- 

tue an in # me mbe r s , on r e x 1 >e r ie nee in 1 1 1 0 e l 1 r; , i 1 i. o n i J w i. t h :.i «. m- j r i s< e ■ s o J ' ouch 
organisations hats shown that any Air Fore.'.: < j- >: r * "t anabjans r; statements 
fiivj either to bally unacceptable or arc metj at the least, with 
calculated skepticism . Our explanations a: id statements are either 
misinterpreted, misquoted, exonerated or used out of content, all to 
the detriment of the Air Force in general, and the ACS/i. in particular. 
I think we would he more impressed by all this were It not so profitable. 

22, A fey words are necessary, I think, on the extent and character 
of the public participation in the UFO pro grain. The subject has seized 
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the lrrui,^ ination of the public, and, according I y, the en thus i asm 
of the ore^s* '.[/he unscrupulous have: profited by it, rind t'v* 
publicity seekers have pursued it. oo:ue organizers of nubile 
UFO groups have attempted to use membership in the COC or other 
Uf/eneies a?j n mean:.; bo endow their urj'.nniznL Lons with a. ijuaiii- 
offieial. character, thereby f nc: reus 111;* their appeai to the iHibl.io. 
Sonic have actual J y obtained dee las lifted reports froin Air Force 
sources and reporduced them for sale. The subject Ls a boon Lo 
writer of sensational, fiction or ^ven popular science /.met the 
producer of pseudu-scieri'tif ic movies. Any controversy on the 
subject is jurist Lo their mill.. It bar; beeoi;ie a subject for iiumor. 
'I/his if unfor Lunate , for It i s nu jol'.i*. 1L h; unfiling the oVwernmonL 
a tfrcut deal of laoney; :i t i;> taking the time :>f valuable people.?, 
time which can't be spared. It could ever: he a potential weapon 
of psychologic a L warfare, reducing; a:.; it do***; Lite fjonf itb'nte of M*e 
public Jti the Air Force. "There an: ::iany other aspects of the nubll.c 
participation in the UFO pruijrom and, a:; far a:: the Mr Force 
concerned, they ore nearly all bad* 

23, There are, therefore, two distinct parts to the UFO program. 
The first ic, of course, to improve operations with the object of 
reducing the number of "unknowns" to as /iear zero as possible. The 
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"i'licsre-ur^ -wmjr ■t>th,MK t euii>»cW ofv-fche- p»bj.ic pnrtlcl n"kTTM % *rtrttm UTO TirtfK^* 1 

ruiiuhj^Ji-Wfr^^n Th^^rnond i to coir with 

fhr ftrovln^ [;rob>:?i of public- p;i?"t.S c "i prn, I nn hi t".h>* pro; ';i\'nn . We f^^.l ronf'Uj^nt 

Dial tljr :;olu1, ton u!' t.h** flrf;-, iM] 1 p,r-ai y ar-jp in i.rlvinf thr nfrnnil . The 

firat arob.'Uvj: hi whul.ly 'mr;; -!!v3 i bchir. ::c i n-- i i - Thf* nu^her n'," Tl uiil'.tiuwnr:" 

ia b^ln?-* xttidiEirt. raVadilv r^duct^-i ;ii-;t:-:ii# -il t.i:t;\3:'/n a.. "! U-Torr If rnv, 

Df-v^r r^nrh ::rro hfti.'nu:^ of Uie farl, fh^O. ff- \ m t*\ -ur L h:,- 'ir- : r i v ri'Ah") y barrel 

on the 1 ntpreiaal on:; of I mil v I Hun. "I ■ i rn i arr HttHXjifXtt h;o'a'3;y ^ver h:u;«*jl on 



imc^OJ*u*i^-oX reporti tif/ F by una t i f 1 ff . j hm. ! ; A t- j-v *■* ra : aa-b prof ck-- i onfti 
XKct Ifyt* find IJiOG« of .lay observer:: - 

p'u The a^cronci prohibit invuj vr:' naffer/ of l uhl u. relation?;, Lhe 
cooperation of E:hf jirn;:;} fhr r*tbi<:a fh aj uf fh<- : ul 1 h'., jillU— --i*et»t*uiit!fliw 



ov / a*. ' * 
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